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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRPERSONS 

Greetings! 

The CANDE newsletter serves multiple purposes: expanding our network, getting to know  
colleagues and their research, disseminating information about conferences, new 
publications, and ongoing research in the field - and of course it’s about you! 

As the new Co-Chairs we are seeking to improve how the SIG supports the advancement 
of citizenship and democratic education. Our first step is to ask for your opinion. We are 
asking you to complete an online survey, which we share on the next page. 

We have also made some changes in this newsletter, which we hope you will enjoy. The 
CANDE newsletter continues to contain information about upcoming conferences and 
new publications. We also introduce three members in this issue: ourselves as the new Co-
Chairs and Michelle Bellino who won the Judith Torney-Purta Outstanding Paper Award 
for New Scholars in 2014. We have re-formatted some of the newsletter content in order 
to improve the CANDE newsletter as source of information about the field of citizenship 
and democratic education and to encourage conversation among members. Over the next 
few months we will be reaching out to you for information to share in our members’ 
Spotlight. 

Some reminders. You will want to keep your eye on the deadline for submission of 
proposals for CIES: October 6th (early bird) and December 1st (final deadline). In our next 
issue, we will share details about nominations for the Judith Torney-Purta Outstanding 
Paper Award and plans for a morning workshop during the CIES conference. 

Please share publications of interest for an upcoming newsletter, especially if they are yours!  
You will need to e-mail the author, title, year and place of publication and a 200-word 
abstract to the SIG Co-Chairs Kristina Brezicha [kfb126@psu.edu] and Felisa Tibbitts 
[ftibbitts@hrea.org] 

If you are not a current dues-paying member please consider rejoining before the next 
conference in Washington DC. SIG dues can be paid at the time of subscription to CER at 
https://subfill.uchicago.edu/JournalPUBS/Society.aspx or at the time of online 
conference registration. 

Please feel free to write either of us with your questions and suggestions. We wish those of 
you who are beginning a new academic year a very successful beginning. 

            
Kristina Brezicha    Felisa Tibbitts  

https://subfill.uchicago.edu/JournalPUBS/Society.aspx
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We want to hear from you: SIG Survey 2014 
 

 
The CANDE SIG should be guided by the ideas and feedback of its members.  The Co-
Chairs are requesting that all members complete a brief, 10-minute survey about the CIES 
conference, professional development and the CANDE website. We urge you to complete 
the online survey and to share openly and honestly. 
 
The survey inquires about your experiences at the CIES 2014 conference to help in the 
planning for CIES 2015 and in designing a conference workshop (new). The survey also 
asks a series of questions about what you would like to see on the CANDE website, which 
will be re-designed this fall.  We also invite your input on any other area of SIG activities.  
Please feel free to contact Felisa or Kristina directly if you would like to become involved 
with any SIG activities! 
 

SURVEY LINK   

http://survey.az1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_1EY2ZdchGWSio5f
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CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

59th Annual Conference 
Comparative and International Education Society 

Theme: Ubuntu: Imagining a Humanist Education Globally 
Washington Hilton, Washington, D.C. 

March 8-13, 2015 
 

CALL FOR PROPOSALS 
Early bird submission deadline: October 6, 2014 

 
Final submission deadline: December 1, 2014 

http://cies2015.com/call-proposals/ 
 

  
 

JUDITH TORNEY-PURTA OUTSTANDING PAPER AWARD FOR 

NEW SCHOLARS FOR CIES CONFERENCE 2015 

CANDE SIG will be seeking nominations for the Judith Torney-Purta Outstanding Paper 
award from new and emerging scholars whose papers is accepted for presentation at the 
CIES Conference.  A new scholar is defined as those enrolled in a doctoral program or 
having completed their PhD within the past five years.  A full paper will have to be 
submitted prior to the conference by February 16, 2015. 
 
Details about how to submit nominations will be included in the next newsletter. 
  

http://cies2015.com/call-proposals/
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CANDE SIG Call for Papers for CIES 2015 
 

Citizenship and Democratic Education (CANDE) Special Interest Group (SIG) 
CANDE SIG welcomes proposals for the 2015 Annual CIES meeting in Washington, DC 
to be held from March 8-13, 2015.  Our SIG welcomes research done using a diverse range 
of methodologies and conceptual frameworks related to citizenship and democratic 
education at the school, local, national and international levels.  
 
Colleagues are welcome to submit proposals of 500-750 words in relation to democratic 
and citizenship education. In addition to such contributions, we welcome submissions that 
respond to the theme of this year’s conference: Ubuntu! Imagining a Humanist Education 
Globally.  
 
Ubuntu!, humanist education and the global perspective are themes closely related to the 
focus of CANDE. What are the challenges and opportunities of thinking globally and what 
does it means to be a responsible citizen in an increasingly globalized and interconnected 
world? What do we know about policies, pedagogies and practices intended to foster the 
skills and values of compassion, tolerance and agency required for participation in this 
complex reality? 
 
Imagining a humanist education globally invites us to consider the delivery of education for 
all, and specifically education that fosters human dignity. How can democratic and 
citizenship education that fosters participatory citizenship be ensured for those children 
and youth who are experiencing dislocation, conflict, discrimination and inequality. How 
do these young people imagine their roles in their communities, countries and the world?   
 
Up to four papers will be assigned per SIG panel. Proposals not selected for the CANDE 
SIG highlighted sessions will be considered for the general pool.  
 
All proposals must be submitted via the CIES 2015 conference website on or before 
December 1st, 2014 (early bird deadline October 6th, 2014). To submit your proposal to the 
CANDE SIG, your membership dues must be paid in advance of registration. You can pay 
this fee through the online registration system. Select the CANDE SIG when submitting 
your proposal if you want to be considered for a highlighted panel. We kindly ask that you 
e-mail the CANDE co-chairs upon completing your registration and payment, as 
confirmation that you are a current member in good standing. Those submitting proposals 
to CANDE SIG will be asked to participate in the review of one or two submissions.  
  
We look forward to seeing you at CIES 2015 in Washington DC! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT: MEMBERS OF THE CANDE SIG 
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Dr. Michelle Bellino is an Assistant Professor of Educational Studies 
at the University of Michigan School of Education. Her research centers 
on the intersection of historical consciousness and youth civic 
development, particularly in contexts of armed conflict and their 
aftermath. Her current projects span postwar Guatemala, refugee 
education in Kenya, and community-based schools in Afghanistan. 
Trained as a cultural anthropologist, she approaches these interests from 
an ethnographic and comparative lens. Michelle is a recent graduate of 
Harvard Graduate School of Education, where she was a Presidential 
Fellow and selected as a Peace Scholar by the United States Institute of 
Peace for her dissertation work. 

Recent Publications: 
Bellino, M.J. (in press). “Violence is who we are”: Adolescents constructing human rights 

consciousness in “postwar” Guatemala. Listening: A Journal of Communication Ethics, 
Religion, and Culture. Special Issue: The social construction of human rights. 
 

Bellino, M.J. (2014). Whose past, whose present?: Historical memory among the “postwar” 
generation in Guatemala. In Williams, J.H. (Re)constructing memory: School textbooks 
and the imagination of the nation (pp. 131-152). Rotterdam: Sense Publishers. 

 
Bellino, M.J. (2013). Educating the “good citizen”: Memory in postwar Guatemala. ReVista XIV 

(3). 
 
Bellino, M.J. & Selman, R.L. (2012). The intersection of historical understanding and ethical 

reflection during early adolescence: A place where time is squared. In M. Carretero, M. 
Asensio, & M. Rodríguez-Moneo (Eds.) History education and the construction of 
national identities (pp. 189-202). Information Age Publishing. 

 
Question for the CANDE SIG community: 
What is the role and responsibility of the educational sector in the aftermath of mass conflict, and 
in societies undergoing political transition? 
 
Contact information:  
Michelle J. Bellino 

4027 School of Education 

University of Michigan 

610 East University Ave 

Ann Arbor, MI 48109 USA 

michellejbellino.com 

bellino@umich.edu 

734.647.9572 (office)  

http://michellejbellino.com/
mailto:bellino@umich.edu
tel:734.647.9572
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Kristina Brezicha is a dual-title doctoral candidate at the Pennsylvania 
State University in Educational Theory and Policy and Comparative and 
International Education. Her dissertation is concentrating on immigrant 
students’ political socialization. Prior to arriving at Penn State, she 
earned a masters degree in Politics and Education at Teachers College, 
Columbia University and a Masters degree in Urban Education from 
Mercy College. She taught in the New York City public schools for five 
years before entering the doctoral program.  

Kristina’s overarching research interest lies at the nexus of public education and democracy. Her 
work is oriented towards political socialization with a focus on immigrant students’ experiences 
and student voice relates to political socialization. She also studies the role of school personnel 
and school policies that either foster or hinder democratic practices and equity in education 
systems.   

Recent Publications: 
Brezicha, K., Bergmark, U., Mitra, D., (2014).  One Size Does Not Fit All: Differentiating 

Leadership to Support Teachers in School Reform.  Educational Administration Quarterly.  
 
Fleishman, S., Brezicha, K., York, T. (Forthcoming).  Service Learning Among “Nontraditional” 

College Students: Contexts, Trends, and Implications. In A. Traver & Z. Perel Katz 
(Eds.) Service-Learning at the American Community College: Theoretical and Empirical Perspectives. 
Palgrave-MacMillan.   

 
Questions for the CANDE SIG Community: 
I am currently thinking about the role of place in students’ political socialization. So I am 
wondering, how students’ communities shape their understandings of the civic and political 
communities they are entering? Does this matter more for immigrant students whose families are 
new to these systems?  
 
Contact information: 
Kristina Brezicha  
Pennsylvania State University  
300 Rackley Building 
State College, PA 16801 USA 
E-mail: [Kfb126@psu.edu] 
  

mailto:Kfb126@psu.edu
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Dr. Felisa Tibbitts is Founder and Senior Advisor of Human Rights 
Education Associates (HREA) and an Affiliated Faculty Member of the 
Institute for Reconciliation and Social Justice at the University of the 
Free State (South Africa) (2014-5). Through her primary focus on 
human rights education – and the related fields of education for 
democratic citizenship and peace education – she is concentrates on 
curriculum policies and practices, transformative pedagogy and the role 
of education within social change movements.  Felisa began the Human 
Rights in Education Initiative at the Carr Center for Human Rights 

Policy at the Harvard Kennedy School and has taught there, as well as the Harvard Graduate 
School of Education and Teachers College of Columbia University. 

Recent Publications: 
Tibbitts, F. (in press). “Building a Human Rights Education Movement in the United States” in 

Katz, S. and Spero, A., in Bringing Human Rights Education to U.S. Classrooms. New York: 
Palgrave Macmillan. 

 
Claude, R.P. and Tibbitts, F. (in press). “Right to Education and Human Rights Education” in 

Claude, R.P., Weston, B. and Grear, A., in Human Rights in the World Community, 4th edition. 
Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press. 

 
Tibbitts, F. (2012). “Human Rights Education” in Sinclair, M. (ed.). Education for Global Citizenship. 

Doha, Qatar: Education Above All. 
 
Tibbitts, F. and Totten, S. (2012). “Human Rights Education” in Pederson, J. and Totten, S. (Eds.) 

Educating About Social Issues in the 20th and 21st Centuries. Charlotte, NC: Information Age 
Publishing, pp. 195-221. 

  
Question for the CANDE SIG Community: 
The United Nations has recently prioritized Global Citizenship Education (GCE) and organized 
consultative processes on how to conceptualize and implement this approach. How do you see 
GCE influencing the school systems that you are familiar with? Do you anticipate that GCE will 
strengthen or dilute existing practices in citizenship education, intercultural education and human 
rights education? 
 
 
Contact information: 
Felisa Tibbitts 
Human Rights Education Associates 
689 Massachusetts Avenue 
Cambridge, MA 02139 USA 
E-mail: [ftibbitts@hrea.org]   
  

mailto:Kfb126@psu.edu
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NEW PUBLICATIONS BY MEMBERS 

Bellino, M. (under review). Civic engagement in extreme times: The remaking of justice among 
Guatemala’s “postwar” generation. [Judith Torney-Purta Outstanding Paper Award for 
New Scholars] 

 
Abstract  
In recent years there has been a dramatic growth in the field of youth civic engagement, though 
little of this work has been conducted in fragile democracies contending with legacies of war and 
authoritarianism. This study explores how Guatemalan postwar generation youth develop as civic 
actors under extreme conditions of violence, social and political distrust, and a dwindling space for 
public expression. Drawing from ethnographic research conducted in rural and urban Guatemala, 
this study demonstrates how young people’s sense of civic efficacy interacts with their 
interpretations of historical injustice and the civic messages mediated by teachers, families, peers, 
and communities. Young people struggle to define and enact appropriate civic action, at times 
working outside unjust systems as a means of fostering change. 
http://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/handle/2027.42/108385  
 

Zyngier, D. (2013) Democracy Will Not Fall From The Sky1. The Global Doing Democracy 
Research Project: Seeking to Understand the Perspectives, Experiences and Perceptions of 
Teachers in Relation to Democracy in Education World Studies in Education, Volume 
14, Number 2, 2013, pp. 5-23(19) 

Abstract  
This paper reports on the research of the international Global Doing Democracy Research Project, which 
currently has some 50 scholars in over 25 countries examining perspectives and perceptions of 
democracy in education among pre- and in-service teachers, teacher education academics, and 
educators, in general. The focus of the project is on how education supports, cultivates and engages 
in, and with, democracy. Using a critical pedagogical framework the research compares and 
contrasts these findings and implications across diverse political contexts, including 
the old democracies (countries such as the USA, Australia, Canada, England), emerging democracies 
(those countries coming out of autocratic, military or other dictatorships and or colonial rule), and 
what we have termed the new democracies (places and countries that are doing democracy 
differently as a result of public initiatives found in Latin America and 
elsewhere. http://dx.doi.org/10.7459/wse/14.2.02 
 

If you are involved in a book project or would like assistance with a book project why not 
send us some information and we can publicise it amongst all our members! 

 
 

  

http://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/handle/2027.42/108385
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/jnp/wse
http://dx.doi.org/10.7459/wse/14.2.02
http://dx.doi.org/10.7459/wse/14.2.02
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CONTRIBUTE TO OUR NEWSLETTER 

Get involved with the SIG to join; to share, to collaborate; to celebrate your success; and to discuss 
and promote your work and to network with other like-minded CANDE researchers! 

In our next newsletter we want to feature publications – both journal papers and books or book 
chapters relevant to our SIG, and in particular those written by SIG Members. Please send title, 
author and 100 words about the contribution to the SIG Co-Chairs at kfb126@psu.edu and 
ftibbitts@hrea.org   

 

COLLECTING 2014-2015 UPDATES AND PROFILES FOR 

OUR CIES CANDE "YEAR IN REVIEW" 

 
As you may recall, we discussed creating a document detailing our work over the past year and with 
some brief bios about our membership.  We hope that you will share your news (any awards, 
publications, accomplishments, new research projects, jobs, milestones, etc.) with the CANDE 
SIG. We are looking for volunteers to take the lead on this project!  
 
If you wish to be involved in any part of the life of SIG, please contact the Co-Chairs at 
kfb126@psu.edu or ftibbitts@hrea.org   

 
 

Check our Facebook site http://www.facebook.com/groups/284370475000501/ 
Check our Academia site: 
http://independent.academia.edu/CitizenshipandDemocraticEducationCANDESpecialInterest
GroupCIES 

 

 

mailto:kfb126@psu.edu
mailto:ftibbitts@hrea.org
mailto:kfb126@psu.edu
mailto:ftibbitts@hrea.org
http://www.facebook.com/groups/284370475000501/
http://independent.academia.edu/CitizenshipandDemocraticEducationCANDESpecialInterestGroupCIES
http://independent.academia.edu/CitizenshipandDemocraticEducationCANDESpecialInterestGroupCIES

