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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRPERSONS 

Greetings! 

We hope this newsletter finds you well and getting ready for the CIES Conference in 
Vancouver. This newsletter contains information about the upcoming conference 
including a complete listing of our panels and highlighted session. We will also be holding 
elections this year at our business meeting for a new chair, secretary and webmaster 
(details on page 4). We hope that you consider nominating yourself or another SIG 
member. Immediately following our business meeting, we will be hosting an informal 
meet and greet, details of which will be announced shortly. This will be a chance to get to 
know each other better over food and drinks! 

The CANDE SIG is sponsoring nine panels in the upcoming CIES conference in 
Vancouver, Canada (http://cies2016.org/) that link to the themes of citizenship, 
democratic and human rights education. These sessions cover an array of exciting themes, 
including citizenship education and inclusion, youth participation and curriculum policies 
and practices across different national contexts.  Our two highlighted panels examine the 
role of history curriculum in the conceptualization of citizenship; and teachers’ 
perceptions of democracy (details on page 2). We will also cohost the screening of films 
related to our SIG’s theme at the Cinematic Spaces of Education Festivalette. We have 
attached a flyer with more information about the festivalette. We will email you a 
complete schedule of films, dates and locations when it comes available. 

We hope to see you in Vancouver, BC! If you are not a current dues-paying member 
please consider rejoining before our conference in Vancouver. SIG dues can be paid at 
the time of subscription to CER at or at the time of online conference registration. 
https://subfill.uchicago.edu/JournalPUBS/Society.aspx. 

In this issue of the newsletter, we introduce two members: Dr. Kathy Bickmore and 
Renata Horvatek. They will be presenting in our CANDE-organized sessions.  

Please feel free to write either of us with your questions and suggestions. As always, we 
are looking for information to include about new publications, upcoming conference and 
members who would like to be spotlighted! We look forward to seeing those who will be 
attending the CIES conference in our panels and business meeting. 
 

                 
Kristina Brezicha       Felisa Tibbitts  

                                               [kbrezicha@gsu.edu]  [ftibbitts@hrea.org] 
  

http://cies2016.org/
https://subfill.uchicago.edu/JournalPUBS/Society.aspx
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        2016 CIES CONFERENCE 
 
SIG Business Meeting  
Tuesday, March 8th, 2016  

3:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

Location: Port McNeill 

 

If you are attending the CIES conference, please be sure to attend the CANDE Business 

Meeting on Tuesday, March 8th, 2016 from 3:00 PM - 4:30 PM (Port McNeill). 
 
Initial agenda items include: 
 

 Nomination/Election of new SIG officers  

 Website Presentation  

 Publication Ideas  

 Presentation of the Judith Torney-Purta Outstanding Paper Award  
 

Immediately following our business meeting, be sure to join us for an informal meet and greet, 

stay tuned for location. Appetizers will be provided.  

SIG Highlighted Sessions  

History Learning and Conceptions of Citizenship 
Tuesday, March 8th, 1:15 PM – 2:45 PM Port McNeill 

 

Teachers' understanding and practices of democratic education 

Wednesday, March 9th, 9:45 AM - 11:15 AM Port McNeill 

 

New Scholar Workshops  

For those attending who are relatively new to academia, be sure to check out the New 

Scholar workshops on writing, publishing and other pursuits! 
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SIG Organized Sessions  
 

Below is a list of the CANDE SIG panels. Be sure to check out our great sessions! 
 
Monday, March 7th, 2016 
9:45 AM - 11:15 AM 
Title: Global citizenship and human rights education  
Location: Galiano 
 
1:15 PM - 2:45 PM 
Title: Peace building, social cohesion and combatting extremism 
Location: Pavilion Ballroom D 
 
Tuesday, March 8th, 2016 
8:00 AM - 9:30 AM 
Title: Citizenship education in conflict and post-conflict environments 
Location: Grand Ballroom BC 
 
9:45 AM - 11:15 AM 
Title: Nation building and citizenship education 
Room 561 (access elevator to 5th floor) 
 
1:15 PM - 2:45 PM 
Title: Citizenship & Democratic Education (CANDE) SIG Highlighted Session: History learning 
and conceptions of citizenship 
Location: Port McNeill 
 
3:00 PM - 4:30 PM 
Title: Citizenship & Democratic Education (CANDE) SIG Business Meeting 
Location: Port McNeill 
 
Wednesday, March 9th, 2016 
9:45 AM - 11:15 AM 
Title: Citizenship & Democratic Education (CANDE) SIG Highlighted Session: Teachers' 
understanding and practices of democratic education 
Location: Port McNeill 
 
1:15 PM - 2:45 PM 
Title: Youth agency and civic learning 
Location: Port McNeill 
 
Thursday, March 10th, 2016 
9:45 AM - 11:15 AM 
Title: Inclusion of migrant and immigrant learners 
Location: Pavilion Ballroom B 
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JUDITH TORNEY-PURTA OUTSTANDING PAPER AWARD FOR 

NEW SCHOLARS FOR CIES CONFERENCE 2016 

As a reminder, the CANDE SIG is seeking nominations for the Judith Torney-Purta 
Outstanding Paper award from new and emerging scholars. Only papers that have been 
accepted for presentation at the CIES Conference can be considered, and the reviewers 
reserve the right to not appoint a recipient.  A new scholar is defined as those enrolled in a 
doctoral program or having completed their PhD within the past five years.  A full paper 
should be submitted by February 15, 2016 to the co-chairs. Submissions should include 
details about eligibility (i.e., doctoral status and/or year of completion of doctorate and 
associated university). 
 
 

 

 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS  

We are looking for three individuals who are interested in serving in the capacity as SIG 
Co-chair, SIG Secretary and SIG Tech Coordinator.  If you will not be able to attend the 
CANDE SIG business meeting but are interested to serve in one of these positions, please 
let us know by March 1st. 
 
The SIG Co-Chair will serve for two years (2016-2018). This person will share in the 
“responsibilities of coordinating and monitoring all the activities of the SIG. These tasks include 
representing the SIG at SIG meetings during CIES annual conferences; communicating with the 
CIES Secretariat; coordinating and keeping track of the activities of the SIG-elected and -appointed 
officers; preparing reports for the SIG business meetings at the CIES annual conference; managing 
the SIG finances (including oversight for SIG expenditures and revenues); and looking for new 
endeavors and projects for the SIG.” (CIES SIG Handbook, 2013 p. 1) 
 
The SIG Secretary will serve for two years (2016-2018) and is in “charge of writing business 
meetings minutes at CIES annual conferences and managing and updating the SIG listserv”. 
(CIES SIG Handbook 2013 p. 2) 
 
The SIG Tech Coordinator would be in charge of maintaining our website, coordinating our 
Facebook group and Twitter account as well as actively developing the SIG’s web-presence. The 
minimum term will be one year.  
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT: MEMBERS OF THE CANDE SIG 

Dr. Kathy Bickmore (Ph.D. Stanford University 1991) is Professor 
in Curriculum Studies and Teacher Development and Comparative 
International and Development Education programs at the Ontario 
Institute for Studies in Education (OISE), University of 
Toronto.  She teaches graduate and initial teacher education courses 
in comparative international democratic citizenship education, 
peacebuilding education and managing conflict in schools and 
classrooms, and critical curriculum studies.  Kathy’s current research 
examines the gaps and potential linkages between young people’s 
lived experiences of citizenship and what/how they are taught in 
public school, in urban neighborhoods experiencing violence, in 
Canada, Mexico, and Bangladesh. She received the 2010 OISE 
Distinguished Contributions to Teaching Award, and the 2012 

William Kreidler Award for Distinguished Service to the Field of Conflict Resolution Education 
(Association for Conflict Resolution).  She serves on the editorial boards of Theory and Research in 
Social Education, Journal of Peace Education, and Canadian and International Education.  International 
work has included the UN University for Peace in Costa Rica, a rural Jamaican high school, a 
Japan-Canada anti-bullying initiative, and democratic civic education in Tula, Russia.  
 
Recent publications: 
Bickmore, Kathy (2015). “Incorporating Peace-Building Citizenship Dialogue in Classroom 

Curricula:  Contrasting Cases of Canadian Teacher Development” In Régis Malet & 
Suzanne Majhanovich (Eds.), Building Democracy in Education on Diversity. Rotterdam, 
Netherlands: Sense Publishers. 

 
Bickmore, Kathy (2015). “Keeping, making, and building peace in school.” In (Walter Parker, 

Editor) Social Studies Today: Research and Practice, 2nd Edition.  NY: Routledge, 238-245. 
 

Questions for CANDE Community: 
 
Clearly, dialogue across social and ideological diversities and processes for handling/ resolving 
conflict are key elements of (education for) democracy.  As with citizenship education in general, 
governments have an incentive to teach conflict communication/ resolution in ways that reduce 
the likelihood of disruptive dissent and download responsibility for peace and self-management 
(civic order) to the individual student.  How does such education ironically serve unjust neoliberal 
imperatives and what Foucault calls governmentality?  And/or, on the other hand, how does the 
equitable dissemination of such learning opportunities facilitate potentially transformative 
development of (individual and collective) democratic agency?  What would educators need to 
know and do, to track and make sense of the implications of our well intentioned work? 
 
Contact information: 
University of Toronto  
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education 
252 Bloor Street West 
Toronto, ON M5S 1V6 
phone: (416) 978-0237  
email: k.bickmore@utoronto.ca   
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Renata Horvatek is a Ph.D. candidate in Education 
Theory and Policy and Comparative and International 
Education at Penn State University College of Education. 
She holds B.A./M.A. in philosophy and comparative 
literature from the University of Zagreb, Croatia. She was 
a Hubert H. Humphrey fellow at Penn State University 
during 2010-2011 academic year. During her Humphrey 
fellowship, she was a professional affiliate at the Council 
for Opportunity in Education in Washington, DC. Also, 
she was the European Commission TEMPUS Individual 
Mobility Grant recipient in 2007, to spend one month at 

the University of Liverpool working at International Centre for Excellence in Educational 
Opportunities.   
 
Her research interests that lie at the intersection of education and social change in diverse 
contexts are driven by the experience of being educated during the civil war, and becoming adult 
during the transition from socialist regime to democracy in her home country Croatia.  Education 
and political behaviors, minority education in post-conflict societies, and issues of educational 
equity and access are topics that she is particularly interested in. In her research she is mostly 
focused on post-socialist countries. Her dissertation is a study of sociopolitical behaviors and 
attitudes of adults in transitional countries, and the link between these behaviors and constructs 
they are exposed to within educational context. After the dissertation her goal is to research the 
conceptual link between educational content and sociopolitical behaviors and attitudes in diverse 
transitional societies, since in her dissertation she is mainly focused on Croatian context.  
 
The topics of publications that she has worked on with her mentors and colleagues include: 
education effects on health, adult education and literacy outcomes of immigrants, minority 
education policies in Eastern Europe, access and retention of underrepresented groups. Also, she 
authored four short book reviews that were published in Contemporary Sociology: A Journal of 
Reviews. 
 
Paper in progress:  
Horvatek, R.; Fu, T.; Baker, D.; Imagining the Society: Linking the World Society and Collective Action 
Theories in Explaining the Relationship Between Education and Global Social Changes 
 
Question for the CANDE Community 
How does education effects political behaviors, (in)directly influencing the social change? 
 
Contact information:  
Renata Horvatek 
Ph.D. candidate (ABD) 
The Pennsylvania State University  
300 Rackley  
State College, PA-16802 
E-mail: ruh158@psu.edu; renata.horvatek@gmail.com 
Twitter: @renatahorvatek 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ruh158@psu.edu
mailto:renata.horvatek@gmail.com
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NEW PUBLICATIONS BY MEMBERS 

Bellino, M.J. (2016). So that we do not fall again: History education and citizenship in 
“postwar” Guatemala. Comparative Education Review, 60(1), 58-79. 

 
This vertical case study applies a transitional justice approach to analyzing curricular reform, as 
intended, enacted, and experienced in the aftermath of Guatemala’s civil war. Drawing on 
ethnographic data, I juxtapose the teaching and learning of historical injustice in one urban and 
one rural classroom, examining how particular depictions of war are positioned as civic narratives 
for different identity groups, while set against the backdrop of particular ways of understanding 
the “postwar” period. This study illustrates how young people construct the role and relevance of 
a history of violence and authoritarianism in relation to their civic identity in a postauthoritarian 
democracy. It also illuminates how the educational sector addressed legacies of war and how 
these legacies have been reproduced and challenged through an unequal education system.  
 
Bellino, M.J. (2015). The risks we are willing to take: Youth civic development in 

“postwar” Guatemala. Harvard Educational Review, 85(4), 537-561. 
 
In this article, Michelle J. Bellino explores contrasting approaches to civic education in two rural 
schools serving indigenous Maya youth in post–civil war Guatemala. Through comparative 
ethnography, she examines how youth civic pathways intersect with legacies of authoritarianism 
while young people shape their identity as members of historically oppressed groups. She 
suggests that student decisions about how and when to participate in civic issues function as a 
risk calculus, taking into consideration the costs and benefits of both participation and 
nonparticipation as well as the civic obligation to abstain or join communities in struggle. 
Although serving similarly impoverished communities hard-hit by state actors during the war and 
now struggling with issues of indigenous autonomy, both schools position daily experiences with 
injustice as an entry point for constructing youth citizenship. Beyond this shared experience of 
historical injustice and its ongoing effects, educators envision young peoples’ roles according to 
different risk structures. In this way, youth construct civic pathways while traversing between the 
potential for risk and reward, in part informed by their experiences in school.  
 

Bickmore, Kathy (2014). “Citizenship Education in Canada: ‘Democratic’ Engagement 
with Differences, Conflicts, and Equity Issues?” Citizenship Teaching and 
Learning 9(3). 

Research on citizenship education in Canada illustrates five enduring themes, of interest to 
comparative educators.  First, citizenship education policy mandates carry divergent goals for 
‘good’ citizenship. Second, questions of national and ethno-cultural identity and justice are 
prominent in Canadian curricular rhetoric, although achievement of mutual understanding and 
justice is elusive.  Third, some Canadian curricula apparently reinforce ignorance about the causes 
of global problems such as war.  Fourth, curriculum policy discourse emphasizes student-centred 
pedagogy for critical thinking, distinct from typical classroom practice.  Last, implicit citizenship 
education is embedded in daily patterns of discipline and conflict management, community 
service, and student roles.  
 

Bickmore, Kathy & Parker, Christina (2014). “Constructive Conflict Talk in Classrooms: 
Divergent Approaches to Addressing Divergent Perspectives.” Theory and 
Research in Social Education 42(4), 291-335. 

Dialogue about social and political conflicts is a key element of democratic citizenship 
education—advocated in scholarship but rarely fully implemented, especially in classrooms of 
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ethnically and economically heterogeneous students.  Qualitative case studies describe contrasting 
ways two primary and two middle grade teachers in urban Canadian public schools infused 
conflict dialogue pedagogies into implemented curricula. The case studies illustrate a democratic 
education dilemma: Even in the classrooms of skilled and committed teachers, opportunities for 
recognition of contrasting perspectives and discussion of social conflicts may not necessarily 
develop into sustained democratic dialogue, nor interrupt prevailing patterns of disengagement 
and inequity. 

Mitra, D., Bergmark, U., Brezicha, K., Kostenius, C., Maithreyi, R., Serriere, S. 
(Forthcoming). Ironies of democracy: Civic values and the construction of citizens 
in Sweden, India, and the United States. Citizenship Teaching and Learning. 

 
Abstract: With relatively few comparative studies of civics curricula in diverse democratic  
contexts and world regions, this paper considers how civic values are negotiated in national 
curricular policy texts. To explore the purposes of education and the construction of citizens in 
curricular documents, we layer two theoretical frameworks together—Biesta’s  (2009) framework 
examining the purposes of education and Westheimer and Kahne’s (2004) framework examining 
types of civic education.  Looking at curricular frameworks from Sweden, India, and the United 
States, we engaged qualitative content analysis to identify common themes of civic values across 
these nations: workforce preparation, positioning in society, and democratic questioning.  We 
find growing commonality of how ‘citizenry’ is increasingly being defined in terms of individual 
contributions to the larger enterprises of the nation and the global economy. 
 
Tibbitts, F. (2015). Women’s Human Rights Education in Turkey: Feminist Pedagogy and 

Trainer’s Engagement in Social Change.  Journal of Peace Education. 
 
This article presents evidence of the links between human rights education and social change by 
analyzing the long-term effects on 88 trainers engaged in a non-formal adult training program 
sponsored by a women’s human rights group in Turkey, Women for Women’s Human Rights – 
New Ways. In this article, I show the transformative impacts of carrying out human rights 
education on the trainers themselves: in their identity; knowledge, skills, and attitudes; and 
behaviors in their family and in the workplace. This article extends the treatment of an emerging 
question within social change theory – that of the long-term influence on activists brought about 
by their very engagement in these activities. At the same time, because the activists are trainers 
associated with a human rights education program that infuses critical pedagogy with a feminist 
perspective, this qualitative case study provides the opportunity to explore ‘situated 
empowerment’ on trainers in both their personal and professional domains.  
 
Tibbitts, F. (2015). Building a Human Rights Education Movement in the United States. 

In Katz, S. and Spero, A. (Eds.), Bringing Human Rights Education to U.S. 
Classrooms (pp. 3-14). New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 

 
This chapter presents a brief overview of the history of the HRE movement, both internationally 
and in the United States, as a preface for the case studies of this book. This book provides 
research-based examples of effective projects from elementary through higher education with a 
focus on a U.S. urban area. 
 

If you are involved in a book project or would like assistance with a book project why not 
send us some information and we can publicize it amongst all our members! 
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UPCOMING CONFERENCES 
 

International Studies Association (ISA) 
ISA's 57th Annual Convention: “Exploring Peace”  
March 16th - 19th, 2016, Atlanta, Georgia 
http://www.isanet.org/Conferences/Atlanta-2016 
 

9th Annual Conference on Equity & Social Justice  
“What is Social Justice? Reflective Practices in Education and Beyond”  
March 19, 2016, The Pennsylvania State University  
http://sites.psu.edu/esjconference/ 

 
       
American Educational Research Association (AERA) 
2016 Annual Meeting "Public Scholarship to Educate Diverse Democracies"  
Friday, April 8 – Tuesday, April 12, 2016, Washington, DC,  
http://www.aera.net/EventsMeetings/tabid/10063/Default.aspx 
 
 

5th Teaching the World Forum: Global Education and Human Rights 
Rutgers University, Rutgers, New Jersey, Friday, April 15th.    
There is a $39 Early Bird registration fee until February 13th. 
To register: https://www.regonline.com/teachingtheworldforum2016 

 
International Conference on Critical Education 
The 6th ICCE: Dialogue, Solidarity and Resistance against Neo-liberalism and Neo-conservatism 
in Education August 10th – 13th, 2016, Middlesex University, London, England  
To present, participants should submit an abstract between 300 to 400 words for a single paper 
(excluding references) by March 28th, 2016. 
http://icce-2016.weebly.com/abstract-submission.html 
 

7th International Human Rights Education Symposium 
Theme for 2016 “Addressing the Challenges of Civil Society”. December 12-15, 2016. 
Univeridad de Chile, Santiago. June 30th deadline for paper proposals. 
Contact: ihrec2016@derecho.uchile.cl    
Website: www.cdh.uchile.cl (Website forthcoming in English.) 

 

 

If you know of other upcoming conferences, please feel free to share them on our Facebook site 
http://www.facebook.com/groups/284370475000501/. You can also email Felisa and Kristina 

with conference announcements. 

 

http://www.isanet.org/Conferences/Atlanta-2016
http://sites.psu.edu/esjconference/
http://www.aera.net/EventsMeetings/tabid/10063/Default.aspx
https://www.regonline.com/teachingtheworldforum2016
http://icce-2016.weebly.com/abstract-submission.html
http://www.cdh.uchile.cl/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/284370475000501/
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ON FACEBOOK? 

 

We are! Did you know that CANDE has a Facebook site?  Please join if you have not 
done so already: https://www.facebook.com/groups/CANDE.SIG/. This is a place 
where members can share information, post opportunities and pose questions. Let’s make 
better use of this CANDE tool! 
 
If you wish to be involved in any part of the life of SIG, please contact the Co-Chairs at 
kbrezicha@gsu.edu or ftibbitts@hrea.org   

 
 

Check our Facebook site http://www.facebook.com/groups/284370475000501/ 
Check our Academia site: 
http://independent.academia.edu/CitizenshipandDemocraticEducationCANDESpecialInterest
GroupCIES 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/CANDE.SIG/
mailto:kbrezicha@gsu.edu
mailto:ftibbitts@hrea.org
http://www.facebook.com/groups/284370475000501/
http://independent.academia.edu/CitizenshipandDemocraticEducationCANDESpecialInterestGroupCIES
http://independent.academia.edu/CitizenshipandDemocraticEducationCANDESpecialInterestGroupCIES

